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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Monica Smith, Chief Officer of Government, Community & External Affairs, or
Damon E. Duncan, Chief Executive Officer at 
847.608.4404 (office), 331.442.6121 (cell)

Housing Authority of Elgin (HAE) to give away over 50 bicycles and helmets this Christmas Holiday for HAE children and seniors.
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF ELGIN (HAE) to give away over 50 Bikes in its 5th Annual ‘Smiles for Christmas’ Project.
Damon E. Duncan is the Chief Executive Officer of the Housing Authority of Elgin.  HAE recognizes the holiday season is a time for family, celebration and giving.  “HAE’s goal for this project was simple, put a smile on the face of a child on Christmas day”. This will be accomplished through the gifting of new bicycles and helmets, and through the promotion of physical fitness and bicycle safety.  For the third year, HAE extended the bicycle giveaway to the Elgin Community through the Elgin Police Department.  EPD officer, Kevin Snow was very helpful in identifying Elgin families that needed bikes and also coordinating the efforts to transport the bicycles to the Centre of Elgin.
As part of the bicycle giveaway project, HAE’s Family and Self Sufficiency (FSS) department required residents to attend a Financial Education seminar on Holiday Budgeting last month, which was held at the Central Park Tower Apartments and facilitated by Neighborhood Housing Services of the Fox Valley.  All registered attendees were eligible to receive vouchers for up to two new bicycles.  Some restrictions applied.  
The Smiles for Christmas Program will be held tomorrow, December 13 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Centre of Elgin.  All voucher holders have received an invitation to this festive event and must be present to receive their bicycles.  Guest speakers include:  Damon Duncan, Chief Executive Officer of HAE, Tom Armstrong, Elgin Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Council and Jeffrey Swoboda, Chief of Police, Elgin Police Department.

This project is supported through donations from generous sponsors such as Construction Management Associates, Extreme Remodeling, FD Development,  RJM Interior Solutions, Bigger’s Cheverlot, Wolly Movers, and HAE Board of Directors and staff.  If you are interested in sponsoring a bicycle and helmet for a child this Christmas, please contact Monica Smith at msmith@haelgin.org or by calling 847.742.3853, ext. 404.  Donations will be accepted throughout the month of December.
For additional information, contact Monica Smith, 120 S. State Street, Elgin, IL 60123, www.haelgin.org, Phone– 847.608.4404.
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